Residents Against Station Closure (RASC)

News Update    October 2011.
Sign the new petition

Residents against Station Closure have launched a new petition to the Secretary of State for Transport to ensure the pedestrian bridge remains accessible to all. Please visit the RASC website http://rasc-sheffield.com/ and sign the petition today. Please tell all your friends on Facebook/Twitter etc to sign it too. Or paste the  link below into your browser:
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/demand-to-keep-free-public-access-through-the-pedestria.html
Paul Blomfield MP calls for a Parliamentary Debate on barriers

Paul Blomfield MP today(13 10 11) called in Parliament for a full Parliamentary debate to be held on keeping Sheffield Station Bridge open. Mr Blomfield is challenging the Department for Transport’s policy of installing ticket barriers at railway stations, even if barriers cut off pedestrian access through stations. The Sheffield Central MP will now press Ministers for a full debate to be held. 

Platform Level Barrier Rumours

In mid August Sheffield City Council met with the Dept for Transport(DfT) and the South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive(SYPTE) at the station, to look at alternatives to bridge level barriers. We understand they are now considering platform level barriers, especially on the ones servicing local services run by Northern Rail. Another meeting is due in mid October.

East Midlands Trains (EMT), previously the main advocate of barriers, appears to no longer have  a problem, having gated all their London to Sheffield stations, improved their ticket inspections and lengthened some trans Pennine trains. We are told Northern Rail is now the main loser from uncollected fares. RASC has yet to see any evidence to confirm or quantify this claim.
Council Keeps up its Opposition

In an all party supported motion, passed by the full council on October 5th, Sheffield voted to continue its opposition to barriers at the station. And it confirmed it is pushing ahead with applying for a public right of way across the bridge. The Council also flagged up to the DfT that there shouldn’t be any barrier requirement clauses in the new London-Sheffield franchise, which is due to operate from 2015.
South Street Park Opens
After a well supported procession across the station from the city centre, South Street Park was formally opened by the Lord Mayor, Councillor Sylvia Dunkley and Sheffield Central MP Paul Blomfield.
Groups and organisations are already registering their interest in using the park and its unique amphitheatre, for which pedestrian access across the station bridge will be vital.

SYPTE annual pedestrian bridge survey

On Friday Oct. 7th the Transport Executive carried out its annual survey. Watch the RASC website for the results.

Secretary of State for Transport faces both ways

Following on from his earlier statement, in which he said he was “keen” to see barriers at Sheffield station, Transport Secretary, Phillip Hammond, in a letter dated to 8th September, to Nick Clegg MP, has now said that he is, “keen to resolve the issue in a pragmatic way” and , “to find an acceptable compromise which safeguards the long term financial interests of the railways and addresses local concerns.” But at the same time he continues to claim barriers are a ,”proven way of significantly reducing”, a £2m plus loss through Sheffield station.
RASC has lost count of the number of times such losses have been claimed without the Department ever making public the figures or how the ‘research’ was done.

Campaign Support on the Increase

With the station bridge back in the public eye, following recent media coverage and the opening of the park, (see above), not only have existing supporters restated their backing for the open bridge campaign but new groups and organisations continue to join up as well.(See list attached)
Park Hill show flats open

Saturday October 8th saw large numbers of people turning up to view the newly finished apartments in the first phase of the Park Hill regeneration scheme. As part of the improvements, developer, Urban Splash has put in new lighting, linking the flats to the station and from its sales brochure, obviously sees the pedestrian link across the bridge to the city centre as a key selling feature.
Individuals, groups and organizations opposed to the closure of the footbridge at Sheffield station: 

All Sheffield MPs 
· Clive Betts      

· Paul Blomfield  

· David Blunkett: 

· Nick Clegg 

· Meg Munn 

· Angela Smith 

All Saints School 

Chamber of Commerce – Sheffield

Creative Sheffield

English Heritage

Friends of Cholera Monument Grounds and Claywood 

Friends of Norfolk Heritage Park

Friends of Sheaf Valley Park

Manor Castle Green Party

Manor and Castle Development Trust

East Community Assembly

Sheffield Campaign Against Climate Change

Sheffield City Council-
Sheffield Green Party

Sheffield Labour Party

Sheffield Liberal Democrats

Sheffield Civic Trust

Sheffield College- Castle Centre

Sheffield Hallam University

Sheffield Hallam University Students Union

Sheffield International Venues

Sheffield Pensioners Action Group

Sheffield Taxi Trade Association

Sheffield Trades Council

Sheffield Trades and Labour Club

Sheffield Transport 4 All

Sheffield Wild Life Trust

Shopmobility

South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive.

Urban Splash

Victoria Community Enterprise

Victoria Environment Group
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