Insert your address here

Ms Meg Munn MP 
House of Commons

London

SW1A OAA

Insert today’s date

Dear Ms Munn

Earlier this year, Sheffield City Council rejected an application from Stagecoach, on behalf of East Midlands Trains, (EMT) for listed building consent to erect barriers at either end of the Sheffield station footbridge. The then Transport Secretary, Lord Adonis directed that there should be no consideration of automatic barriers at the station until such time as there was a suitable second footbridge.   This followed a big campaign by Sheffielders, including all the local MP’s and Councillors, to keep this key link open to the public.

Unfortunately, EMT and rail franchise officials at the Department for Transport, (DfT), have chosen to ignore these decisions and the clear democratic will of Sheffield people and their council. Continuing their previously aggressive and arrogant attitude, EMT, backed by the British Transport Police (BTP), have now initiated a programme of human barriers at either end of the bridge and are either physically blocking people or forcing them to use what is known locally as the ‘muggers’ bridge.

So far the BTP, at the request of EMT staff, have issued 45 cautions to people who were challenging the legality of what EMT are doing. I believe that under Rail Bye Laws, EMT does not have the right to stop people crossing, especially if they have no intention of travelling by train. Sheffield station is not a compulsory ticket area. The Leader of Sheffield City Council, Councillor Paul Scriven, has publicly voiced his outrage at EMT’s actions and recently the Council decided to pursue obtaining a voluntary public right of way, to operate until such time as the EMT franchise is up for renewal.

I urge you to intervene in this matter. Please call on EMT and DfT officials to stop the “human barriers” immediately. Please ask  EMT to acknowledge and accept the right of Sheffield citizens to be able to freely use the station footbridge at all times. Please ask EMT to observe the Railway Bye Laws. Please ask the BTP to support peoples rights to use the bridge and prevent EMT officials from blocking it.

Thank you for taking time to read my letter.

 I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely 

